
HELPFUL ACCESSIBILITY 
INFORMATION FOR FACULTY

The Curriculum Committee in Conjunction with 
Information Technology



ACCESSIBILITY NORMS

The following insights are based on current 
laws, a culture which embraces diversity, and 
our local BP (Board Policy) #3725:

• Students shouldn’t have to make requests 
for materials to be accessible.

• Students are not required to get 
accommodations through AAC although 
they are welcome to do so.

• If an individual indicates a resource is not 
accessible, it needs to be addressed.

• If an individual raises concerns and the 
accessibility issue isn’t fixed, this can lead to 
a lawsuit.

Image from https://www.canyons.edu/about/accessibility.php 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY’S 
EFFORTS TO IMPROVE ACCESSIBILITY

Under the direction of Dr.  Jim Temple, 
Information Technology (IT) has several 
strategies to improve accessibility:

• They can work with you to try to make a 
given resource accessible.

• They often will send a company a VPAT 
(Voluntary Product Accessibility 
Template) form to companies to fill out 
which updates CoC’s information as to 
how accessible their products are.

• They can sometimes work with textbook 
and application companies to improve 
accessibility.

Image from ADA Compliance Pros



FACULTY CAN CHECK ACCESSIBILITY TOO

Many textbook companies and other 
companies now post information about their 
efforts to be compliant with accessibility 
requirements:

• Our own IT website has a page dedicated to 
Accessibility.

• Faculty can start looking for such information 
while making decisions about textbooks and 
other resources used in the class.

• Few companies are currently 100% 
compliant, but the more we all consider this 
and support efforts for accessible materials, 
the better it will be for individuals who may 
need it. Image from https://www.pearson.com/us/accessibility.html 

https://www.canyons.edu/administration/it/index.php
https://www.canyons.edu/about/accessibility.php
https://www.pearson.com/us/accessibility.html


MAIN TAKE-AWAYS

If faculty use any textbooks, resources, or 
applications outside of what gets officially 
ordered through our bookstore, contact 
Information Technology (IT) for support:

• IT respects Academic Freedom and is not 
interested in critiquing these choices.

• Rather, IT wants to be sure that the 
resource meets current accessibility 
requirements.

• Examples can include Canvas Plugins, 
etextbooks, websites, and test proctoring 
software.
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